REGILDING THE CRESCENT
who was supposed to have been encouraged in
his defiance of the Committee of Union and
Progress by a reference to his statesmanship in
King Edward's telegram to the Sultan.
Whatever or wherever their beginnings, the
Young Turks contrived to keep in the back-
ground of politics until their dramatic appearance
in the summer of 1908, when, having plotted for
years in the dark, they came out into the daylight
and startled Europe with the most thorough,
most sudden, most peaceful revolution ever
written in history. Recent events have proved
that not until nearly a year later, when the
fountain of all the evil was dammed, did the
Committee of Union and Progress put the corner-
stone to the structure of liberty. It is therefore
more correct to regard the happenings of July
1908 as the first of two phases.
The Turkish Revolution was for an idea. It
was not, as has been stated, a sudden mutiny on
the part of a disaffected army corps, nor was it
merely the natural revolt of a nation from the
tyranny of Abd-ul-Hamid, though these were no
doubt contributory causes. If not quite free
from all thought of personal gain, those who
engineered it were for the most part disinterested
patriots, and the presence in their midst of a few
ambitious place-seekers should not depreciate
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